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This book describes the encounter between the common law legal system and the tribal peoples of
North America and Australasia. It is a history of the role of anglophone law in managing relations
between the British seitlers and indigenous peoples. That history runs from the plantation of
Ireland and settlement of the New World to the end of the 2oth century. The book begins by
looking at the nature of British imperialism and the position of non-Christian peoples at large in
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